Countable Earnings for SGA Determinations

TWP: 

90-00 = $200
01 = $530
02 = $560
03 = $570
04 = $580
05 = $590
06 = $620
07 = $640

SGA (non-blind)


90 – June 99 = $500
July 99 – 00 = $700
01 = $740
02 = $780
03 = $800 
$04 = $810
05 = $830 
06=$860
07 = $900; 07 = $940.00

SGA (Blind) 


90 = $780
91 = $810
92 = $850
93 = $880
94 = $930
95 = $940
96 = $960
97 = $1,000


98 = $1,050
99 = $1,110
00 = $1,170
01 = $1,240
02 = $1,300
03 = $1,330 
04 = $1,350
05 = $1,380


06 = $1,450
07 = $1,500     
 08 = $1,570.00.

Reminders:

· NO deductions apply for TWP months!!

· To estimate earnings in a month

If employee:

· Use wages earned, not what was paid

· 4.3 times weekly estimate or

· Hours worked times hourly rate if work not consistent

If self-employed:

· Net Earnings are all business receipts minus expenses necessary (follows IRS rules)

· Net Earnings from Self-Employment takes extra SS taxes into account (found on schedule SE of 1040)

· NESE  may be Averaged over the months the individual operated the business

SGA Tools:

1. IRWE: Always apply to SGA decisions.  If the individual is self-employed, the expense may not be deducted both as a business expense and an IRWE.

2. Subsidy: always applies to SGA decisions.  Subsidy for self-employed beneficiaries with unpaid help and unincurred business expenses.

3. Unsuccessful Work Attempt: Only applies after TWP has been used and before cessation.

4. Averaging: Only applies after TWP and before cessation.

Steps:

1. Determine Gross Wages or Net Earnings from Self-Employment in the month

2. Subtract Subsidy: Subsidy and  Special conditions for wage employees; or unpaid help and  unincurred business expenses if self-employed

3. Subtract Impairment Related Work Expenses (IRWE)

4. Determine countable income

5. If work occurred after the TWP and before Cessation, do any months of countable income appear to represent an Unsuccessful Work Attempt?

6. If countable earnings are averaged over the period worked (see manual for restrictions), does the work represent SGA?

7. Remember that you are estimating!  The SSA will make a final determination whether work incentives apply!  

SGA Determination Charts
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